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GB Energy Solar Partnerships Programme 
We’re proud to let you know that our school [college] has been selected to take part in the Government’s Great British Energy Solar Partnerships programme (GBESP), a major national initiative supporting schools and colleges to cut energy use, reduce costs, and move towards net zero.
This programme builds on the success of the Net Zero Accelerator programme, and is co-funded by the Department for Education (DfE) and GB Energy. It is being delivered by LocatED (education property professionals of the DfE) with expert support from the Barker Consortium – including Barker Associates, Place Group, Let’s Go Zero, Blue Marble, Ginger Energy and Caladen.
Why is this important?
· Schools and colleges are responsible for around 37% of public sector building emissions.
· Energy costs across the education estate topped £1.8 billion last year.
· By improving our buildings and changing the way we use energy, we can cut carbon, save money, and create a healthier environment for students and staff.
What will happen at our school [college]?
Since the start of this academic year, expert teams have been supporting us to:
· Conduct in-depth surveys of our buildings (looking at heating, lighting, insulation, and controls).
· Recommend and install improvements such as LED lighting, solar PV panels, insulation upgrades, smart meters and EV charging points.
· Provide data dashboards so we can track our energy use and savings.
· Deliver workshops with staff and students to support energy-saving behaviours.
· Help us shape and monitor our own Climate Action Plan.
Who we’ll be working with
We’re one of 10 schools and colleges across the South chosen to take part. Alongside the Barker Consortium, we’ll also benefit from support from:
· Let’s Go Zero – helping us embed sustainability into school/college life.
· Climate Action Advisors – guiding staff and students.
· The National Education Nature Park – linking learning with nature.
· The Sustainability Support for Education Hub – providing practical resources.
What Parents/Carers can expect
Your child/young person may come home talking about new activities, from using thermal cameras to energy-saving pledges, posters, and eco-themed lessons. These will encourage students to save energy, reduce waste, cut water use, and care for nature in and around school/college.
We’ll keep you updated through newsletters and our website, and we’ll share highlights of the fantastic work our students are doing as part of this exciting journey.
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